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Abstract:

In this presentation, we would like to refer to a special kind of technology’s
manipulation inside the classroom. This kind is not totally technology-aided, but it is
rather about technology skills' and competencies. The focus here is on "simulating”
most popular Internet activities rather than the traditional CALL activities that one can
work on using a computer and Internet connection. Using this simple and funny
approach, the presenters are trying to overcome the challenges a teacher may face with
students who are unfamiliar with computer or internet usage and applications,
especially in a developing country, when there is a shortage in equipment or resources
needed to achieve these goals.

Introduction:

Most of you must have had asmilar chalenging Stuation, where you wanted to develop a
teaching experience or skill but felt more confusing about how to apply it for certain reasons.
The solution to your problem could be more easy and smple than you may imagine. In all
cases, teachers should try dl possble waysto find solutionsin order to achieve their fruitful
gods planned in advance. In our case, which is a common one in different parts of the
world, we are more concerned about gpplying Internet usage and information technology to
language classes that have shortage in equipment and resources. We are not concerned with
the benefits or advantages of a computer, as we are concerned with how ateacher could
overcome literacy, atitudes, possihilities, resources, or problemswith IT, Information
Technology for language classes.

Thereisawide range of variety among information technology teachers with their different
skills and attitudes. This paper dedicated to the teachers, who would like to foster the
internet in their actua teaching, but are not able to do this either because of their lack of
appropriate knowledge, skills, shortage of equipment, or internet connection in schoals.
Thaose teachers could start with the models presented in this sudy to improve ther
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competence, teach the language lessons in an interesting new ways, and rather prepare their
students to acquire and practice this new technology and useit for educationa purposes.

In this paper, we will try to offer some suggested practices, as solutions to the previous
mentioned problem. By applying these brainstormed (produced) skills, both the teacher and
the students will develop their skills and attitudes to a more pleasant and easy-to-reach
learning environment. Learning the language, for those students, would be for fun as well.
Thisfunny introduction to the Computer Assisted Language Learning (CALL) and
network-based |anguage teaching (NBLT) activities through focusing on internet different
applications would congder the use of emails, surfing for information, and web design
(development).

These three kills are of the main and most familiar skills for web users around the world
with dl their different varidtiesin proficiency and language level. They are very familiar to
teachers who use web-based activities for thislanguage change. Although, they are il
vague symbols to other communities around the world; this is regarding the knowledge and
skills Sde of this matter, let alone the attitude issue.

These three main skillsthat we will ded with in this paper are presented as follows:
"Exchanging Messages to Encourage Spontaneous Compostion”, " Searching Resources for
Obtaining Knowledge', and " Collaborative Work to Produce Class magazines'. By trying
these three moddss, | am trying to pave the way for other efforts and suggest smple solutions
to the main questiory problem in this sudy, which is how could we apply modern and recent
areas of knowledgel education in the teeching of language Stuations, even with Smple and
easy-to-access resources and facilities. The concept of “simulation” hereisasmulation of
the better redity or future to fit others redlities.
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SKill Produced

Internet Source

Expected Results

Activity
1- Studentswill be able to understand what an
Exchanging emal is o . .
2- Students acquire this new experiencein a
M essages to : : .
. friendly and interesting way
Encourage Vs. E-mail . i .
Spontaneous Exchange 3 Asasting writing skill . .
Compasition 4- Studentswill be able to communicate with
one another through written and spoken forms
in amore spontaneous and friendly environment
1- Studentswill be able to understand what
surfing web Stes means
Searching Vs. Surfing for 2- Students acquire this new experiencein a
educational friendly and interesting way
Resour ces for - ) ;
Obtaining resour ces and 3- Asading re_adlng ill _
Knowledge searching the 4- Studentswill be able to share acquired
web information and experiences with their pairs and
with the teacher aswell
1- Studentswill be able to understand what
web sites devel opment could mean and be
done
2- Students acquire this new experiencein a
friendly and interesting way
Collaborative 3- Assding, bransorming, reading, writing,
Work toProduce | Vs. Designing collaborative independent, and group work
Classmagazines | and developing ills
produce class web sites 4- Studentswill be able to share acquired
forums information and experiences with their peers

and with the teacher aswell

5- Students would proud of producing their
own resources and expressing their own
opinions to others to share with them

(Figure 1 shows the three main web skills that will be to be handled in this paper and thelr
source “smulators’ aswell).
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(1) Exchanging M essages to Encour age Spontaneous Composition

Demonstration:
Item Description
L evel Second Preparatory — Hello “4”, Unit (8), Lesson (1) —*Pen Friends’, p.36.
. D41 Writing kil
Skills : )
smulated or >4 Reading kil

practiced

< E-mall and internet kills orientation

Learning
Objectives

= Understanding and writing addresses, envelopes, emails and other messages
forms

A= Encourage cooperative work among students

Vocabulary

(address — envelope — stamp — post card — | etter)
(‘email —computer — subject line — sender — recipient — text)

8 T —

F Pen friends

Hizael this advertisement from ‘Hello World” magazine, Then write
the names of the young people under their pletures.

—_—
Pen friends all over the world
Would vou like to write 10 a pen friend? A lot of our rFadmrx
have found pen friends. Would you like to choose one?

F ] F
B Hame Ted Lirees | 4 Fume _--In E
Ape 1% Age (L
ki el Hehtish HMatomaliny Amarice

piiabina Tooball . exoling Tl e pivesdac mand reading
Pasrrite suhject.  Mibs | Favoure swihjecl Salncs

F I | Al Hiagsan E - Hamc Resm Hascansii
M i Ha B .
Ape I3
A il i
Y‘::-—_-"ﬂ:[. Exyphisn Patinality Sprian g
Inlm:-u. . frutdng il Tessthalk Iisrmsis 1 crking and musin
Fasnumie sutgoest  blalhs Fawimamiic spbjot  Englizh
3 Same Ann Brosm & blame :In:m fid
X Apge LE
A x .
Nmimslity Amencid
Mttty Aritish F el ;
Enierasts playimg the poane Lansrast masde fd Swimming
s And compaiers | Favedirie subjoct  Hissory
Pavwarhe cehjesi  Eaglizh

-
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[Figure 2 from Hello (3) lesson (1) “Pen Friends’]

e G g aven Dok e teb

e pingaf = M3 o B ) L e W T

From: " L] .:IJ.-

Ta: | (=]
=rd

Subpert: [

[=szapge; x
Corcel
LEl
Bdopess
7
Aetach

'E_i Fokderi Patboe: L

[Figure 3“An e-mail blank template’]

1- Students are encouraged to write another message or a“reply” to their
colleagues, friends, the whole class, or to their teachers about the same or

Assignments another topic that they would like to talk about by their own.

2- Some students may share their messages with the whole class in the next
lesson time.

The teacher here istrying to encourage al Ssto participate in and share her/
him the activity there are abouit to participate a. In addition, the teacher
here is giving them the chance to obtain that far-from-reaching facility that &
he cannot afford to the students.

Comments - Teacher may d0 give some hintd tips about the lay out, format of an email
message, puitting into congderation that oneis dedling with amonitor screen
and not anorma sheet of paper. That means that one should try not to
include so many lines horizontally, rather make it in shorter paragraphs with
fewer horizontd lines.
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(2) Surfing Resour cesfor Obtaining Knowledge

Demonstration:

Item Description
Level First Preparatory —Hello “3”, Unit (22), Lesson (1) —“In The News’, p. 98
SKills

smulated or | - Surfing for educationa purposes or getting information in generd
practiced

& Work out the meaning of the words from the context
& Writing sill

g%ar;'t?\?ﬁ  Reading skills (kimming and scanning)
) & Spesking skill
(news — news paper — report — accident — highway — fire — police — rubbery —
Vocabulary bank))

(Surfing — resources — information — web Ste - visit)

A& Diologuss =000 | ife poper

Ruend the newspnper roports,
thoeen talls aboouont thom with
your Frimnd like this.

e T = /gy
1 Fix
. Accide“t on = Foc :-",il; H ol v "'qr
I highway :
|1| A anEiHEnL PR on T

sz yamimrcimy

||thn;- I=.‘.‘. E;h mAy s
_‘L-A.--‘-.“T._ iy " B e
a Robbar ¥ i Al Egwptinn team
' Port Said webr Woricd Hirvdtnil
' Park  gaia ch-mplnn-m:n
I-nr et m sl v '"I" badcry T Soy e, i
i i v . ST Ty v g
. TR weth ‘|.| " aranigy B iy 3 1
: !
5 R —
Flane craqh an“ Mna
in q-[.'lﬂil'l fnmp“n
Pive Spanish have e n el mlbﬂ" Cup !
o s S sl Frowvc s  wigary e L
phe cowdry. b I e mel 1 o =i __:-.- o T, i
1 westarcdsy oming y I By gl :_} e
. e L

TR

[Figure4 from Hello (3) lesson (1) “In the News']
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Procedures

Warm-up:

Teacher asks students if they read newspapers or even tried to find some newsin
the internet in news web stes, likein CNN for example.

Teacher asksif the Sudents are aware of the meaning of surfing or searching
web gSites.

If any answer positively, teacher encourages some students to explain how was
their experience, what they gained from that seerch and if they redly find the kind
of information they were looking for.

Reading Activity:

1- Teacher gives sudents amoment to go, quickly, through the six different reports
on the student’ s book on page 98.

2- Teacher tdls students that they have three minutes to read through these reports.

3- After that, the teacher will choose two volunteers to come to the board and to act
agmilar didogue usng a certain report from the lesson. The firgt student will ask
aquestion about a certain accident or news item. The second student will try to
quickly find the item and the answer, from the report, to hig' her colleagues
question. eg.:

S1: What isin the paper today about “ The factory | Helwan™ ?
. There'sa“fire’ in Helwan factory at 7 O’ clock.

4- Teacher shows students how to help him identify the needed source of
information through setting a plan or main topics, idess, or key words that could
help them reach the required information.

5- Teacher asks other students to come to the board and to act different Stuation
with their didogues.

Wrap up:

» Teacher summarizes with students the techniques they used for identifying their
information. Teacher dicit students to reflect on their experiences and their use of
skimming and scanning in reading, identifying certain key words, setting areading
plan for their work.

» After that, the teacher could refer to the web Site search asa similar Strategy that
students or other researcher could be using to get the information from aweb site.

Assignments

Teacher will ask her/ his sudents to search for certain information about a certain
topic, from their local newspapers or magazines, where they are encourage to identify
these resources, set the most appropriate and more useful to their search and get a
report about that event. Teacher tells sSudents that they are going to share their
findings with the rest of dass for next time.
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The teacher is getting her/ his students more familiar with the learning process through
the acquisition of information and searching for certain resources. Sheisdsois
becoming a changing agent who is changing students concepts that might refuse or
fed anxious from trying such methods.

Comments

(3) Collaborative Work to Brainstorm and Produce Class M agazines

Demonsgtration:

ltem Description

L evel First Preparatory — Hello “3”, Unit (22), Lesson (1) —“In The News’, p. 98

Skills > Studentswould be familiar with the purpose and mechanism of web design

simulated or " " ,

racticed » Writing and compostion skills

P > Presntation kills

Learning - Students would be able to compose and produce intellectuad and informetive

Objectives works that reflects on students' experiences and acquired knowledge.
(design — develop — write — produce - chart — articles —text — picture —title —
draft)

Vocabulary |- (Develop—links— topics— heading — image — page)
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Procedures

Warm-up:

E  Teacher asks studentsif they the names of some famous writers. And encourage
them to talk about these famous characters.

E  S/he shows how news reporters or writers are “producers’ of mental works and
how they influence other peoples’ attitudes and mentaities by their idess.

E  Teacher refersto students web sites as anew way that they can use to express
their thoughts and show otherstheir ideas. They can use these magazines or what
they will refer to asa“web dtes” asawindow that will reflect their thoughts,
Ideas, dreams and experiences that they would like to share with others.

Designing Student’s M agazines Activity:

1- Teacher asks students to work on groups to produce a“magazine’, where they
will write whatever information they would like on that magazine. Students have
ten minutes for that task.

2- After that, teacher will cal on each group to present and show other groups what
was their magazine alike.

3- Some students will read and reflect on their group’ s experiences on writing these
articles and other things in these magazines. Other students will reflect and give
feedback about what parts they like most and what others they do not in the
magazines. They may suggest some points or ideas as well.

4- Teacher explainsto sudentstat thisis exactly the same features of web ste
development and design. They need to know that there iswhat could be caled
the layout, the idess, the design, and the information that could be included in a
web Site.

Wrap up:

& Teacher dso would be recommended to encourage al colleagues to
participate in such an activity, may be giving asmple award to the best
magazin&(s), ec..

& The teacher may dso reward dl the groups by putting their magazinesin
some public place where all other teachers and students could read these
magazines, and § he may dso refer to it asa“ publishing” process.

Comments:

Teacher showed how thisis a very important and how this could be a very important
tool in their hands to use for expressng themsaves and to show their culture and

other things to other communities. This technique could be very helpful to shy sudents
and could encourage them, through using writing in cooperative groups, to talk and
write about themselves and their persond environments.
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Findings.
By getting students practice such smple activities, the teecher is doing the following:

S Encourages students, through individua and group work, to be more familiar with
modern technology and the concepts for these activities. This is something that many
of them would have consdered avery difficult skill that required professond user to
go through.

S5 Makesthelearning environment afun and an attractive one to al sudents.

S5 Involves as many students as possible in the activity being preceded and limitsthe
absent minded students to the minimum leve.

S5 Foders students contribution and encourages grouping of students in collaborative
teams.

So Integrates many different language skills e.g. sSudents are writing emails messagesto
their partners, other colleagues reply to these messages, ask and answer questions
after reading or skimming certain texts, and findly students are expressing their
thoughts and are able to share it with their colleagues.

Supporting Ideas:
A smilar activity was produced in (Gitsski & Taylor 2000), “Internet English” the teecher’s
guide suggested activities for teachers. The authors suggest these activities for the traditiona

classroom without computers. It was limited to the e-mail blank template and not extended
to extra devel oped techniques.

10

hittp://mwww.geocities.com/ismailfayed/index.html

It I f~ ind trinAad ~Ann




Slilulaeu et et ALLVIUSS HTIDIUE UIe UIadSI VUL 13T AT Fay eu, UV,

Refer ences:

Dallas, Don (1996), “Hello! 3" Preparatory English Year 1.Students Book and
Teacher's Guide. Egyptian Internationa Publishing Company — Longman, p.98.

Dallas, Don (1996), “Hello! 4" Preparatory English Year 2. Students Book and
Teacher's Guide. Egyptian Internationa Publishing Company — Longman, p.36.

Egbert, Joy, Hanson-Smith, Elizabeth (1999), “CALL Environment: Research, Practice,
and Critical Issues’ TESOL. P. 41 —51.

Gitsaki, Chriginaand Taylor, Richard P. (2000), “Internet English” — Oxford University
Press, p. 15-21.

Kern, R. & Warschaeur, M. (2000), “ Theory and Practice of Network-Based
Language Teaching Concepts and Practice’. New Y ork: Cambridge University Press
(p. 1-11). http:///mwww.gse.uci.edu/markw/nblt-intor.html Richards, Jack C. (1998),
“Teaching In Action: Case Studies from Second Language Classrooms’ — TESOL part
two — p.58.

O Donndl, Suzan (2001), “Towards an Inclusive Information Society in Europe: The
Role of Voluntary Organizations’ — Information Society Technologies report, European
Commisson p.46. http://www.models-research.ie/projectsivgis.html

For Further Readings:

Burton, JlI (2000), “Technology Enhanced Learning Environment”, TESOL. P.21& 45.
Dudeney, Gavin (2000), “The Internet and the Language Classroom: A practica Guide
for Teachers’, Cambridge University Press. P.28 — 29.

Madey, Alan (2002), “Computer Asssted Ingructions in Language Learning” — English
Teaching Forum, Vol. 35, No. 1, Jan. 1997.

Sda, Orly, “Usng E-mail in EFL Classroom” - English Teaching Forum, Vol. 35, No.
1, Jan. 1997.

Warschaeur, Mark (1995), “E-mail for English Teaching” — TESOL. P.17 and 70.
Warschaeur, M. Schetzer, Heidi. Meoni, Chrigtine (2000), “ Internet for English
Teaching” — TESOL. P. 31 - 65.

Warschaeur, Mark (1996), “Virtud Connections’ —Univerdty of Hawai'i Press. P. 13
—24.

Y ou can download a copy of this paper from thefollowing URLs:
http:/AMww.geocities.com/ismailfayed/index.html

Or:
http://ifayed.tripod.com

11

hittp://mwww.geocities.com/ismailfayed/index.html

It I f~ ind trinAad ~Ann




